
GLINTCAP 2027 Schedule *Draft* 
The world’s largest cider judging competition returns May 12th – 14th, 2027. Over two decades of 
elevating cider craftsmanship, delivering constructive feedback, honoring excellence, and building a 
global community. Save the date and plan on joining us for a celebration of apples, innovation and 
excellent cider in Grand Rapids, Michigan!​
 

Wednesday, May 12th 
9am - Certified Pommelier Exam at Embassy Suites 

​ 8:45am – Theory registration opens​
​ 9:00am – Theory exam starts (strictly no late entries!)​
​ 11:00am – Theory exam ends​
​ 11:15am – Sensory registration opens​
​ 11:30am – Sensory exam begins (strictly no late entries!)​
​ 12:45pm – Sensory exam ends 

  

2pm – 4pm – Check in at Registration at Embassy Suites 

​
4pm – 4:45pm – Quick Calibration for judges & BAP practice (Browie & Sean) 

Calibrate your palates (one session for commercial; one for non-commercial) and get prepped 
on how to use the BAP digital judging platform. Required for judges; optional for volunteers. 

5pm – 6:30pm – Cider Institute Session​
​
7pm – GLINTCAP Kickoff social at Farmhaus Farms​
 

Thursday, May 13th 
6:30am – Complimentary breakfast for guests staying at the Embassy Suites 

7:45am – 5pm – Judging Day 1 at Embassy Suites 

7:45am – Stewards & Support Team Report​
8:15am – Judges Report​
8:30am – Calibration/Judging Round 1​
10:30am – Judging Round 2​
12:30pm – Lunch break at Embassy Suites​
1:30pm - Judging Round 3​
3:30pm - Judging Round 4 

5pm – 8pm – Orchard to Beach field trip (pre-registration required) 

 



Friday, May 14th 
6:30am – Complimentary breakfast for guests staying at the Embassy Suites 

8:30am – 4pm – Judging Day 2 at Embassy Suites 

8:30am – Stewards & Support Team Report​
9am – Judges Report​
9:15am – Judging Round 5​
11:15am – Stewards & Support Team lunch at TBD​
11:45am – Judges Lunch and Learn at Embassy Suites ​
12:30pm – Stewards & Support Team Report​
2pm – Judges Report​
2:15pm – Best in Class Judging 

4pm – 5:30pm – Gold Cider Share  

Enjoy a toast with bottles of gold medal ciders that have already been opened. Very casual – 
no food will be served. 

6pm – 9pm – GLINTCAP Awards Celebration AND Grand Rapids Cider Week Festival at TBD 

​ Ticketed event  


